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DECLARATION 

Meeting on 9 December 2019 in Yaoundé at Hôtel Azur in the context of Mobilization day against the 

criminalization of land rights defenders, and ahead of International Human Rights Day, 

We, civil society organizations, representatives of local and indigenous communities and defenders of 

the environment and land rights in Cameroon,  

Made the following observations: 

1. Local and indigenous communities oppose and resist the spoilment of their lands by the State 

and investors, including through the use of all peaceful mechanisms available (administrative 

remedies, legal complaints, dialogue with companies, etc.). While in a few cases these efforts 

have been successful, it is generally at the cost of unacceptable violations of the rights of 

these defenders and of other community members (administrative or judicial harassment, 

police custody or arbitrary detention, convictions, etc.).  

 

2. Criminalization is increasing: land rights and environmental activists are subject to legal 

proceedings and various forms of bullying by local authorities, in order to hinder their claims 

and discourage other attempts at resistance. 

 

3. Cameroon has been attracting many land-based investments for agro-industry, mining, 

forestry, and large infrastructure projects in recent years. All these investments, occurring 

throughout the country, are presented as essential for national development, as they could, 

under right condition, contribute to job creation and to the generation of public revenues in 

order to improve the living conditions of the population. 

 

4. The laws in force in Cameroon in the land sector are more than forty years old and are no 

longer adapted to the present-day land rights situation of local and indigenous communities. 

This is exacerbated in a context marked by increasing pressure on land and other natural 

resources, and by the very precarious status of communities’ land rights, whose customary 

ownership is not recognized as equivalent to formal land ownership.  

 

5. Rural communities represent about 50% of Cameroon's population and are highly dependent 

on land and natural resources. Indeed, land is part of the cultural identity of local and 

indigenous communities, and is at the heart of their production system. Moreover, family 

farming is the first source of employment. 

 

6. There are close links between good local land governance and the reduction of greenhouse 

gas emissions, particularly in the current context, marked by the preparation of the 

assessment of the implementation of the Determined Contributions at the National level. 
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We call on the State and investors respectively: 

1. To acknowledge that land rights are human rights and must be respected as such. There is no 

dignity for local and indigenous communities without recognition and protection of their land 

rights; 

 

2. To better protect the customary land rights of local and indigenous communities in the land 

tenure laws and regulations; 

 

3. To stop the abusive proceedings currently underway against environmental and land rights 

defenders; 

 

4. To put an end to the criminalization of environmental and land rights defenders; 

 

5. To include the obligation to protect environmental and land rights defenders in the mandate 

of national institutions responsible for the protection of human rights and the management 

of natural resources in Cameroon and in investment contracts. 

 

 


